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Message from God’s Servant 

I became disabled in 1963 after falling down 22 concrete steps with 
steel edges that caused seven broken vertebrae and a concussion. 
I wore a brace for about 20 years. I learned about the Victorious 
Missionaries in the 70s and took such an interest that I became one 
of the early pioneers of the Buffalo, New York Chapter. 

Giving of Myself for People with Disabilities

When I began to drive after my accident, I would transport three 
VM members to the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in 
Belleville, Illinois, for the VM Conferences in October and the meet-
ings in May. In 1989, I initiated a fundraiser for a special trip. The 

Buffalo VMs pitched in to help make large meatballs for our spaghetti dinner. I was able to 
get the helpers, two cooks and the event location free of charge. We raised enough money 
to take a busload of 23 VMs, two nurses and helper volunteers to the VM 25th Anniversary 
Celebration at the Shrine. It was a joyful trip. Sr. M. Blaise, CSSF and our current VM President, 
Carol Buchla, and I were also able to attend the VMs’ 50th Anniversary Celebration at 
the Shrine. Carol commented about my desire to participate in this special occasion, “Sr. 
Josanne is such a trooper, too. She attended the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
VMs hosted by the National Office at the Shrine in spite of having a very painful case of 
shingles. In her exuberance, she said she couldn’t miss this event.”
 

Having and Feeling Jesus with Us

The VMs were having one of their monthly Mass, meeting and luncheons at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. It was called to attention that people with disabilities would also 
like some type of entertainment. Therefore, I was able to acquire a bus free of charge from 
the Early Childhood Director at Holy Cross, where I lived. I did have to get a bus driver and 
pay for the gas. The VMs went to see “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 
The sisters from our convent helped prepare chicken and salad for our group. So prior to 
the play, we enjoyed a good meal. Picnics in the summer months were at the Heritage 
Apartments, home to some of the VM members. Another big event we attended was 
“Music Man” at Studio Arena. We had wonderful times together!
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God Called Me Again

In 1980, I was asked by Bishop Edward Head to open the Office for the Disabled in the Buffalo 
Diocese of Western New York. My job was to visit 300 parishes to talk to the pastors about 
making their churches wheelchair-accessible for people with disabilities. This was a really 
tough job, but I managed to get 168 churches to become compliant. I was also invited by 
many schools to speak to fifth through eighth graders about children with disabilities. I used 
hands-on methods to teach the students about being disabled. My goal was to stretch their 
reality so they could experience what it was like to have a hearing impairment, be blind, have 
to sit in a wheelchair, use crutches due to having cerebral palsy, live with a speech defect and 
more. It was eye-opening for them to see how these children function in the world. It taught 
them not to make fun of the students, but to help them and even make friends.

Big Surprise: 1981 Designated as the Year of the Disabled

The General Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed 1981 as the International Year of 
Disabled Persons (IYDP). “The theme of IYDP was ‘full participation and equality’, defined 
as the right of persons with disabilities to take part fully in the life and development of 
their societies, enjoy living conditions equal to those of other citizens, and have an equal 
share in improved conditions resulting from socio-economic development. Other objec-
tives of the Year included: increasing public awareness; understanding and acceptance of 
persons who are disabled; and encouraging persons with disabilities to form organizations 
through which they can express their views and promote action to improve their situation.

A major lesson of the Year was that the image of persons with disabilities depends to an 
important extent on social attitudes; these were a major barrier to the realization of the 
goal of full participation and equality in society by persons with disabilities (General As-
sembly resolution 31/123).

During that special year, I helped a group of people arrange many fundraisers so Rev. John 
Aurilio and I could take 125 persons with disabilities on a trip to Rome, Italy. These folks 
did not have to pay, but had to find caregiving volunteers to assist them and who were 
able to pay their own expenses. It was all a success. God is so good. This major undertak-
ing was a great event to show people with disabilities that they could travel. Later in 1981, 
the mayor of Buffalo asked me to form a committee for the disabled in Western New York. 
This allowed me to go to different churches (other than Catholic) and to public schools to 
talk to groups about people with disabilities, how to make their facilities accessible and 
ways to help, especially children with disabilities. 
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Disappointment to Follow

The Buffalo Chapter VMs had been meeting at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Hall 
each month. We lost this gathering place once the pastor left the parish for another 
assignment. The new pastor did not accept the VMs. The Provincial Superior of the Felician 
Sisters allowed the VMs to use their Care Center for our monthly Mass and meetings until a 
new place could be found. It happened. Deacon Bill Willis received permission from his 
pastor at Fourteen Holy Helpers to use their facility. It is still used today for the first 
Saturday of the month VM meetings and other activities of ours. “Thank you, Bill Willis. 
We know you are helping us in God’s Kingdom.”

More Fun with the Lord

The VMs of the Buffalo Chapter used to have opportunities for full weekend retreats at 
Stella Niagara in Lewiston and at Columbus Fathers in Derby, New York, but later, this was 
reduced to single Retreat Days. Deacon Bill Willis offered Communion Services and pre-
sented the retreat talks. Again, funds were needed. Villa Maria College, sponsored by my 
Felician Sisters, gave the Buffalo Chapter VMs permission to use their cafeteria free of 
charge for their Towel Bingo Fundraiser. It brought in monies for special occasions. 

The VMs are still very close to my heart, even though, because of my disabilities, I was 
assigned to the Provincial House and can’t make all the meetings. 

May this beautiful organization grow as we all are getting closer to God. 

In Christ,
Sr. M. Josanne Buszek, CSSF


